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A Case Study of the Domestic Academic Social Networking Site

ScholarMate in China: Dilemma and Countermeasures

Zhang Yaokun Wu Rui Wang Chaozhou
( Nanchang Hangkong University, Nanchang,Jiangxi 330063, China)
Abstract The development of China’s domestic academic social networking site helps to connect domestic scholars and promote the
dissemination and innovation of knowledge. This paper conducts a case study of ScholarMate ,which is the earliest and the largest aca-
demic social networking site in China. The analysis results show that ScholarMate has a relatively accurate positioning and has formed a
unique business model, but its user activation has been low for a long time, suggesting that the users” continuous use needs to be im-
proved. Clarifying that users of academic social networking sites are motivated primarily by acquiring academic information, it defines
the core value of academic social networking sites as helping to identify the most valuable content for users quickly and accurately
through social relations. Based on this, corresponding countermeasures are put forward from three aspects: resources, information dis-
covery and users.

Keywords Academic social networking site. ScholarMate. Case study.
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